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FAIRMOUNT - A s  I r e c a l l  it i n  1915 

It i s  t h e  i n t e n t  t h a t  this s to ry  s h a l l  depict  t he  a rea  known as 

t h e  Faimount  sec t ion  of Hackensack, New Jersey as it was around t he  

y e a r  1915 and t o  impart as much howledge a s  I have of t he  area,  as 

t o  who l i v e d  where and t o  descr ibe  t he  beauty of this r u r a l  atmosphere 

i n  which it was our good for tune  t o  have been raised. 

For some background information, it would be wel l  t o  point out  (1)  

t h a t  t h e  region known as Cherry KFll extended from about Howland Avenue 

i n  River Edge south t o  about Poplar Avenue i n  Hackensack and t h a t  (2) 

t h e  Faimount  a rea  was once h o r n  a s  Zingzam and the ra i l road  s t a t i o n  

was known as Zingzam. The m e  was derived from Mr. Zingzem, a r c h i t e c t  

of Faimount  Park i n  Philadelphia from whence Fairmount got  i t s  name. 

The name Cherry Hill was o f f i c i a l l y  abandoned i n  t he  l a t e  1890's, 

following t h e  Cherry H i l l  tornado, and f o r  o ther  good reasons. The name 

of Fairmount seemed preferable  t o  t ha t  of Zingzam, t he  man who owned 

most of  t h e  a r ea  from t h e  point  a t  Poplar Avenue nor th  t o  the  t m s h i p  

l i n e  which was Coles Brook. (Hackensack City was New Barbadoes Township 

u n t i l  t h e  referendum i n  1921) 

S t a r t i n g  a t  a p i n t  where Poplar Avenue meets Main S t ree t ,  on t h e  
..f 

e a s t  s i d e  of  k i n  S t r e e t  was t h e  huge Campbell Wall Paper Co, (photo 1) 

s e t t i n g  back 250 f e e t  o r  more from Main Street ,  with i t s  wcpansive lawn. 

A ba seba l l  f i e l d  was i n  t h e  southwest corner of t h e i r  property, jus t  o f f  

of Main S t r e e t  and a small  p i t ch  and put t  golf layout sarmunded t h e  plant .  

A r a i l r o a d  siding extended along t h e  north s ide  of t he  factory,  joining t he  

two l i n e  sec t ion  of t h e  Id. J. & N.Y. Railroad a t  the  Fairmount sta t ion.  

(p i c tu r e  here of RR s t a t i o n )  @ i'*,'f t. '. ? 
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The area from the railroad t racks north t o  Cross St,  (now Temple Ave) 

@ on the  eas t  side of Main Street,  was  Fairmount Park and i n  the  northeast end 

of the  Park on the corner of Main & Cross stood a small building which was 

t h e  Fairmount branch of the Post Office, It w a s  here where we went t o  get 

our m a i l  each day when we f i r s t  moved t o  Coles Avenue, This building was 

moved from the  Park t o  a spot on the  south s ide of  Fairmount Avenue near 

Main St ree t  and l a t e r  became a f i s h  market, a meat market and f i n a l l y  a 

uslsd ca r  l o t .  

Proceding north on the  east  s ide of Main, where Johnson Avenue now 

terminates and where a bank now stands, was Burlews Heal Estate office. ,  

(see phote #L+) follo~ved by two houses and then t enn i s  courts, then a couple 

of more houses and Kippels candystore in  an old house on the southeast corner 

of Ifkin and Voorhis. I remember, as a child,  it was qu i t e  a few steps up the 

front, porch t o  get into the candy store.  On t he  northeast corner was a new 

building housing a shoemaker on the ground f l o o r  and t h e i r  living quarters 
- 

upstairs .  Fron t h i s  building there were empty f i e l d s  halfway up t h e  block 

u n t i l  Kadora I s  and a couple of other  houses, then t h e  o ld  br ick building, the 
R ~ D  5 A  ~ $ 3  

home of O.H.Krause, l a t e r  an A & F grocely s to re  (see photo #5) and l a t e r  a 

TV repa i r  shop. The old Fairmount Hotel (see photo #6) E.Lepine, Froprictor, 

operated f o r  many years u n t i l  Ruckdeschel operated a saloon there,  and then 

many years l a t e r  it became Costa's Market, In t h e  r e a r  of t h i s  s t ructure was 

the  Fairmount Bottling Works of O.H.Krause, located in the  Lane. 

N e x t  t o  the  Lane was the house of Bob Mauthe, Kappes l ived there before 

Rob was married, and next t o  tha t  was Nauthe1s General s tore ,  3 steps up in , 
1 

the center of the three s tores  now located there. Mauthe l ived  upstairs  over 

the s tore  md on the corner where Kopf's l iquor  s t o r e  now stands was a shed 

closed i n  on three sides, where the  cows of Mrs. Eiauthe were stabled. A picket 

fence enclesed t h i s  area in  on two sides  - Main S t r e e t  and Orchard Street.  
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3. 
k i n g  north from Orchard S t r e e t  on the  ea s t  s ide of Main S t ree t  there were 

open f i e l d s  u n t i l  Simsnsents house, l a t e r  Ritemeyers (see photo #7) near the 

corner of Main and Oak S t r ee t s .  From t h i e  p i n t  on t he re  were na houses u n t i l  

-me distance beyond Jefferson S t r ee t ,  t he  area  between Zabriskie and Jefferson 

being used t o  s tore  thousands and thousands of e l e c t r i c  and telephone poles. 

(3 tho  eas t  s ide of Main S t r ee t ,  a t  a point j u s t  nor th  of where Coles 

Avenue now i s  located, t h e r e  were two houses. Kovzans grandparents l ived i n  

ene which burned t o  the  ground and Bogenbergers l ived  in t he  other, l a t e r  

when Bogenbergers moved t o  the  house on t#e terrace,  Uvitsky moved in to  the 

Main S t ree t  house and I bel ieve s t i l l  l i v e  there  as of 1974. That was the 

last house on the  e a s t  s ide  of >fain St ree t  in  Hackensack. Zn t he  1920's o r  

so a garage was located about 100 f e e t  o r  so north of Livitsky's  house. 

Just  a 100 f e e t  o r  l e s s  from t h e  Coles Bmok, northern property l ine,  

Grand Avenue jut ted o f f  a t  about a 45 degree angle t o  the  r i gh t  and con- 

tinued t o  Hackensack Avenue, a block over the ra i l road  t r a c k .  This l e f t  

a t r iangular  piece of land bounded by Main St ree t  on one side,  Grand Avenue 

on the other  and t M  Coles Brook on the  north and eas t e r ly  side. It was on 

t h i s  s m a l l  t r i angular  p lo t  t h a t  t h e  building promotors, who were t rying t o  

s e l l  and develop t h i s  area, b u i l t  a small real e s t a t e  off ice .  The name was 

e i t h e r  Hageman o r  Jcrmsin. In later years t h i s  became a candy, soda and 

general refreshment s tore ,  operated at  various periods of time by Browns, 

Thompsons,Westervelts, Youakims, Roogs. This area  became hewn a s  "The Endu 

because it waslhere t h a t  t he  t r o l l e y  c a r  l i n e  ended and t h e  motorman would 

pu l l  down the  pole from the  one end of the  t r o l l e y  and re lease  the pole on 

the other  end and guide t h e  pul ley onto the  o l ec t r i c  wire. pk(OrO 7 A 

A t  t h i s  point, t o  t h e  l e f t  could be viewed Zabriskie I s  Pond, (photo #8) 

t h i s  picture used on Society of Faimount Frj ends letterhead, with its sp i l l -  

way darn on the southern end and on t h e  northern end the  whebl gate f o r  opening 

and closing the  pond. In t h e  d i s t a n t  on the north shore, about i n  I lne  vdth 
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where %Ipratla Lakcview S t ree t  i s  in River Edge, was the  remains of a once well 

used i c e  house. (Photo #q of sluiceway) 

hok ing  north t o  the  c r e s t  of Cherry Hill stood the Zabriskie House, sur- 

rounded by towering elms and various outhouses, barns and orchards. (photo #lo) 

The reservoir  located near the house was the  birthplace of the Hackensack Water 

Company and was the  extent of t h e i r  water supply a t  tha t  time. From t h i s  van- 

tage point a t  Zabriskie 1s house he could see his farms spread out i n  every 

direction, north t o  Howland, south ts Willow Avenue i n  Hackensak, east  t o  

Main S t ree t  and Kinderkamack Rbad and west t o  Forest Avenue. 

On Main St ree t ,  from Zabriskie I s  Pond going south on the west side, ' 

there were the remains of an old brownstone foundation a t  the top of the  h i l l  

on the corner of what i s  now South Lake Drive. This was the former h ~ m  of 

one Teunis Cole, f r o m  which the brook and s t r e e t s  derive t h e i r  name. 

From t h e  sidewalk on t h e  west s ide of Main S t ree t  a steep bank rpse a t  

a 45 de-e angle t o  a point 35 o r  40 f e e t  high. On the  face of this bank 

were t he  words ItNorth Hackensack Park" i n  concrete l e t t e r s  three f e e t  high, 
*es - 

painted white. A t  t h e  t o p  of the  bank and extending F@& t o  a point even 

with Lincoln o r  F i f t h  S t r ee t  were corn f ie lds ,  no s t ree ts .  

A s  an a.dded come-on in se l l ing  lots the developer bu i l t  two huge piers 

at  the  Main S t ree t  in te rsec t ion  of Chestnut S t r ee t  (Coles Avenue) These were 

about four f e e t  square with pyramid tops and were made of the brownstone from 

the o ld  foundat,ion of the Tuenis Cole home on the  hill. 

From Coles Avenue t o  Davis Avenue, which was formerly Maple Street, there 

were three  houses high on the  te r race  on the west s ide of Main Street. In the 

homes from north t o  south were: Beesold, Kurzenabe and bsunen, l a t e r  Bogen- 

berger. From Davis south t o  lrlillow were cornfields tended by Zabriskie. 

Starting at  \llillow and going southwaKi on the  west side of Main was first 

DeMott then Diggles then someone else vhose name escaFes me, ( a german couple 

with a blonde haired daughter) and then Hendricks. Pavelik latex1 bui l t  on 
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t h e  vac;ult l o t  on tpe  northwest corner of >fain and Catalpa. 

About a hundred f e e t  south of Catalpa on the west s ide  of k i n  S t ree t  stood 

a two storg brick house, the  residence of Al Profi le  before he noved t o  Oak St. 

The only other  building from there t o  Springvalley was t h e  o ld  f im  house 

of the Union Hose Company (photo #11) located d i rec t ly  across  f r o m  t h e  present 

fire house. On t h e  northwest cerner of Main and Springvalley stood t he  horn 

of  S tmeble .  A t  t he  urac t  point where this house stands was once t h e  driveway 

entrance t e  the  huge Zingsem estate .  The driveway was l ined  with cedars and 

wound i ts  way t o  t h e  western end e f  Hartin Terrace h e r e  once was s i tua ted  th5  

impressive residence ef G.N.Zingsem, a hotel-Ilke s t ructure,  porched on t h r e e  
pure - I \-A 

s ides  and consis t ing of about twenty roerns.. In addi t ion t o  o ther  lands which 

he owned i n  Fairmount, his es t a t e  extended from F i r s t  Strcet,(Krane P1ace)to 

Hain S t r e e t  =d f r o m  e a t a l p  Avenue t o  Springvalley Avenue. His home and much 

of his property was purchased i n  l a t e r  years by H. Krone, a b u t  1880, 

Shawn here i n  photo #Q2 is  the  f ive  corners *&ere Hain S t r e e t  meets with 

Grand Avenue, Springvalley Avenue and Voorhis Place. Old maps of c i v i l  war 

vintage show this t r i a n g l e  between Main, Grand and Elm as a Fairmount Park. 

recol lec t ion  of t h e  area i s  t h a t  midway f r o m  the  five corners t o  Elm Are 

was a garage, private,  of ShalEfers and the  of f ice  and r e a l  e s t a t e  building 

of Shaffers on the  corner of Main and Elm. (photo #13) + 13 8 

I n  t h e  next block was Shubert's Delicattesen on t h e  f r o n t  prt of t h e e  

home and t o  the  south of them was bui l t ,  some years l a t e r ,  the  Drug Store of 

M r .  & Mrs. Rosenbauer. 

Jus t  a t  t he  southwest corner of Erain & Fairmount is  where t h e  l i t t l e  old 

Post Office was moved to ,  from the  fjark. It was operated a s  a P ~ s t  Office and 

t-• candy s t o r e  by A. DeVoe. (see Photo #Uc) N e x t  t o  it, a s  shown i n  the  p ic ture  

was the hone of I t t l e  o r  I t c l  and next to  tha t  was the A & P operated by 

Lenny O'Brien. It was here tha t  we went each Satwday, with a wagon, and re- 

turned home with the  wagon f u l l  of groceries and the ch=ge from $5. 
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6 .  

Between the railroad t r a c t s  and Poplar Avenue there  were several s tores .  

One of these stores was a s ta t ianery  s to re  se l l ing  candies, smokes, newspapers, 

e tc ,  and operated by a Mrs, Shultz and i n  one of tjre s tores  was Trossbackts 

Butcher Shop or  "The Variety Marketn a s  it had long been knewn. Then jus t  

south of Paplar Avenue on the west s ide of Main S t r e e t  was the  ttlhonn auto 

garage, a car  well known a t  t h a t  time. 

A s ingle  s e t  of t ro l ley  t racks ran up the center  of &in Street  t o  the 

boundary of Hackensack and River Edge, a t  Coles Brook. The t racks had a loop, 

every so often, enabling northbound and southboand t r o l l e y s  t o  pass. There 

was one a t  Willow Avenue, one a t  Fairmount Avenue and one at  Maple Avenue. 

This t r o l l e y  l ine  ran from Zabriskiets Pond through L i t t l e  Ferrg t o  Weehawken 

a t  the 42nd Street  ferry .sl ip.  I n  l a t e r  years they used very small t ro l leys ,  

operated by one man, which we referred t o  as nToonerville" t ro l leys ,  f r o a  an 

old cartoon popular a t  that  time. 

Summit Avenue i n  those days had only four houses north of the brm home- 

stead on Poplar and Summit, These consisted of two houses jus t  south of Coles 

on the  west side where Slth and Stef f ins  l ived and two more houses in the  next 
5'7i56ER. 

black where Bolier and another family1+esided. The only o ther  house t h a t  

could be considered t o  be on Summit Avenue was Schubertls on Cedar & Surnmit 

but I th ink  tha t  faced more on Cedar than on Sumndt. It must be remembered 

t h a t  on older  maps of Hackensack and Faimount the  name of Summit Avenue is  

shown as Prospect Avenue. When the  present Prospect Avenue was cut through 

the former s t r ee t  known as Prospect Avenue was changed t o  Summit Avenue. 

(see map showing the old names of the s t r e e t s )  #15 

06: t he  west side of Summit, then Prospect, from Springvalley Avenue t o  

the south t o  about Fairrnount Avenue, was the spacious grounds and magnificent 

Fairmount Hotel. 8ee Photo 16 showing t h e  5ote l  which faced Elm Avenue. 

3. 
I r e c a l l  my Father describing t h i s  hotel  t o  me r Minted  out i t s  location 

and I l a t e r  cam across pictures of it i n  old d a s e s  and on old maps, The 
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THE FAIRMOUNT ' HOTEL 
This fine structure foced Elm Avenue looking east. It was located 
on the west side of whot is now Summit Avenue, what was then 
Prospect Avenue, bounded on the north by Spring Volley Avenue, 
on the south by Foirmount Avenue and extended to the pond of 
the Coles Brook. 



Fairmount - 1915 

Hotel was no doubt a showplace during it& time but it had burned during 

the l a t e  18801s and by 1915 there were no t races  l e f t  ~f i t s  wcistance, 
49 LQf"G 

The area Springvalley Avenue, f m m  Summit Avenue t o  the 

Coles Brook was a great  picnic gmunds and a place where loca l  organizations 

would hold clambakes. It was a lso an encampment f o r  Gypsies who traveled ; 

through these regions i n  covered wagons, with t ra ined  bears, etc. 

The s t r e e t s  running e a s t  and west as well a s  those running north and 

south ware hewn by d i f f e ren t  names than the names we know t b m  by today, 

see map No. 15, and the houses were few and f a r  between. South Iake Drive 

was unknown and Celes Avenue which ran only from Summit Avenue east  t o  

Wilson, was known as Chestnut Avenue and consisted of a couple of wagon ruts, 

unpaved, without curbs, sidewalks, l ight ing,  etc.  It was about three f e e t  

higher than it i s  today and had only three houses on t h e  south side of it. 

Mountains l ived  on the  southwest corner of Wilson (Fourth) then Scudders 

and in the  block between F i f t h  and Surfunit was Proctor's house. 

Davis Avenue, formerly Maple Avenue, was cu t  through from Main Street 

t o  Sumi t  Avenue, formerly Prospect, but was unpaved and without walks, 

curbs o r  l igh ts .  On t h e  north s ide  there were no cross  s t r e e t s  u n t i l  you 

gat t o  Wilson o r  Fourth S t r ee t ,  as it was all farmland and the ground was 

about four  o r  f ive  f ee t  higher than the roadway. On t he  south side there 

were th ree  houses between Herman ( ~ i r s t )  and buis (Second st) Mayer lived 

in the first house and when they moved t o  North Hackensack h e r e  they are 

s t i l l  residing, Kretchman moved from the second house in to  the f i r s t  house 

and Busam moved in t e  the second house where Kretchmanls formerly lived. h e  

t h i r d  house was the small house, s t i l l  standing, on the corner of Davis and 

louis  (Maple and. Third) t h e  home of Pavlikls. The only other house on Davis 

was Haberlils on the southeast corner of Davis and Wilson (Maple and ~ o u r t h )  

This  was torn  down about 1971 and the  ground has been vacant aince then. 

There were no other houses on the s t r e e t  a t  t h a t  time. (1915) 



W i l l o r i  Avenue was only a narrow path from bfain S t ree t  up t o  Herman, 

(then Second St.)  and the path was on the south side, about where the  side- 

walk now i s  located. The property t o  the south of Willow Avenue was a l l  

fenced i n  and owned by the Borden estate,  see section on Krone Place. 

On the northwest corner of Willow and Herman stood the Jacobs' home, former- 

ly Kippels before they moved t o  Main & Voorhis Place. Next t o  Jacobs' house 

on the nor th  s ide of Willow was a verg t iny  summer bungalow s e t  away back on 

the property and used only on weekends o r  i n  the surmner by a family from Je* 

sey City by the  name of Wirtz. High hedges i n  the front  hid the place from 

v i e w  but it was t h e i r  country home and was very nice. Jus t  test of this 

property M r ,  Kappes b u i l t  three houses, the f i r s t  o r  eas te r ly  one f o r  h i s  

son buis, t h e  second he sold to h i s  cousin named Hoffrieder and the t h i r d  

o r  nost westerly one t o  the Rosemans'. Across the  s t r e e t  on the southeast 

corner of Ifillow and Luis was the home of h v y .  There were no o the r  homes 

on Willow Avenue from t h a t  point u n t i l  you reached the  southwest corner of 

Allen S t r e e t  & Willow where the b i g h t ' s  lived, l a t e r  Orwig and now Busam, 

Farther t o  the  west en the south side of Willow was the  Wallace home,almost 

t o  the Coles Brook, and then there were no Lthers. 

On Catalpa Avenue, the f i r s t  house west of Main Stree t  was the Bridger 

home on t h e  northwest corner of Catalpa and Herman. Opposite Bridgere was a 

house b u i l t  and l ived  in by a man by the name of Pfeifer.  On the next c a n e r  

t o  the west, which would be the southeast corner of Catalpa & buis was a 

small building and a nursery which occupied the space i n  this square black 

t h a t  was not a part of the NSportsmansl Fieldw. Gordonsl home was later 

bui l t  on the  southeast corner of Catalpa and U n c o h ,  and the  r e s t  of this ' 

square block was occupied by g r e e ~ o u s e s .  Later a iaaall house was built on 

the southwest comer of Catalpa and Wilson where I beUeve Gordon's son lived. 

There was a huge barn on the southeast corner of Catalpa and Summit, a part 

of the  e s t a t e  of Shubert who occupied t h i s  ent i re  square block. &UkCX&6G&ti" - 



On the  western part  of Catalpa Avenue, back almost t o  the brook, on the 

south s ide was the house of Tnbler and opposite them i n  a s o r t  of square 

stone building was a family by t h e  name of Haas. 

Cedar Avenue, s t a r t i n g  from Krone Place and going west, there %as a 

large house jus t  south of t h e  fac tory  where Martini l ived. He was a sort of 

general manager in Krone's factory. Across the s t r e e t  on Cedar Avenue was 

the homo of Moore's m d  then Morrison's next to  it on the  corner of Herman. 

DiagonalkTacmss, on t h e  northwest corner of Cedar and iierman was the 

ltSportmants Field", with home p la te  a t  t h a t  corner, ba t t ing  in the 

northerly direction. Many good baseball  players had t h e i r  start here, 

such as CharUe Schacfer and Harry Harper. 

Between Louis and Wilson, on Cedar Avenue, there  were two houses tha t  

were  almost opposite each other. One on the north s ide was r ight  next t o  

"The Pine Woodslt, as  we ca l l ed  it, and the other was d i r e c t l y  across f r o  m 

it on the  south side. It was sa id  t h a t  Mr, Zingsem grew h i s  pines here and 

transported them t o  Fairmount Park, Phila. The pine mods were on the north- 

east  corner of Cedar and Wilson, running about 200 f e e t  in each direction, 

and it was dark i n  the  pine f o r e s t  even on a bright day. On the northeast 

corner of Cedar and Summit was Shubert's home, l a t e r  Ic tz ,  which took i n  

the en t i r e  square block, with a large barn a s  mentioned before on the corner 

of Catalpa and S d t .  The r e s t  e f  this en t i r e  block was devoted t o  farm 

crops, orchards and berr ies .  Cedar Avenue did not extend beyond Summit hve 

a t  t h a t  time. 

Traveling east  on Cedar Avenue as f a r  as possible, the  s t r e e t  would 

terminate a t  Krone Place. Se t t ing  back about 100 f e e t  o r  so f r o m  Fmne 

Place and facing Cedar Avenue was the  impsing  residence of G.N.Zingsem, ( ~ d ? ' ~ " ~ )  
( I - A  

who it was said owned the e n t i r e  area of what i s  nov considered as  Fairmount. 

The huge rambling s t ruc ture  resembled a hote l  more than it did a home, with 

a large porch across t h e  e n t i r e  80 foo t  f ront  and around each of the sides. - 
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Thefwere some pictures  of t h i s  structure which I borrowed from the  

Krone family f o r  use a t  a tercentenarg display but they have been l o s t  by 

the  family a f t e r  I returned them. The Zingsem homestead ard, a l l  ef t h e  

surrounding grounds became the I h n e  homestead u n t i l  the e lder  Krone passed 

away and then it began t o  deter iorate  t o  such a point t ha t  it was d d u s h e d  

about 1920 f o r  thc building of the Martin Terrace degelapement, where the  

house stood. (Martin Toolen build the hous4s on Martin  erra ace) 

Springvalley Avenue and Elm Avenue were somewhat aUke years ago. In 

t he  developing of t h i s  area Mr .  Zingsem had s tar ted by erecting large, verg 

ornate homes, t'Villastt i s  what he called than, on about every other  corner 

of these s t r ec t s .  Some a r e  s t i l l  standing, dating back t o  the post-Civil 

War period, but most have been replaced by many other  houses being b u i l t  on 

the  la rge  p lo t s  on whdkh thoy were originally constructed. Most of the  

homes b u i l t  around 1880 were on plots  consisting of the en t i r e  square black. 

Of those s t r e e t s  running north and south, other than Main and S u d t ,  

we w i l l  s t a r t  with Lincoln Street ,  formerly known a s  F i f th  Street.  It was 

only a d i r t  road and there was only one house on it, a t  i t s  most northern 

point which was the home of the Barnes family on the corner of Coles Ave. 

They were the f i r s t  ones i n  t h i s  region t o  own an automobile, to my know- 

ledge, and t o  get i n t o  his property from Davis Avenue Mr, Barnes b u i l t  h i s  

!? own road of cos l  ashes and ciders. 

On Wilson Street ,  formerly Fourt'n S t ree t , i t  was more populated having 

Boyce's a t  287 and in the  next block there was Wholtmants i n  the l i t t l e  

house se t t ing  back a ways from the s t r ee t  on the southwest corner of Davis 

and Wilson, then there were the two Donaldson families, on the west side.  

Lauis S t ree t ,  formerly Third Street,  began a t  Davis Avenue a.nd ran t o  

the south and had Kappis on t h e  east  side i n  the middle of .the block between 

Davis and \iillowo On the  same side i n  the middle of the next block was the  

home of Boice nnd l a t e r  on,about 1920, Johnsonts and Vanderbeckls, 
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Herman S t r ee t ,  formerly Sbcond S t r e e t ,  a l s o  began a t  Davis Avenue and 

going south had farmland on t he  e a s t  s i de  as f a r  a s  Willow Avenue which was 

just  a pathway from Herman t o  Main, On t h e  west s ide  of Her= t he r e  was 

f i r s t  Meyers home then Mar thers .  In t h e  next block, between klillow and 

Catalpa on Herman, on t h e  west s ide ,  was a small house occupied by Mr.& Mrs, 

Wippen & daughter Helen and t o  t he  south of t h a t  was t h e  home of t h e  e l d e r  

1ksO Vanderbeck. The a rea  on t h e  east s i d e  of He-, between Willow and 

Catalpa was all fenced i n  and was p a r t  of t h e  orchards of t h e  Borden es ta te .  

Krone Place, f o m e r l y  F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  s t a r t e d  at  Catdlpa Avenue and ran 

t o  the  south. A driveway, from Catalpa Avenue, through huge gates ,  extended 

t o  t h e  nor th  i n t o  t he  Borden e s t a t e ,  c i r c l i n g  around in f r o n t  of t h e  house a t  

194 Krone Place and ex i t ing  a t  the  same point  pm Catalpa Avenue. The Borden 

property taok i n  a l l  t h e  land between Catalpa and blillow and from e a s t  t o  west 

from Herinan S t r ee t  t o  Main S t ree t .  Other than t h e  main house t he r e  was a 

small place where t h e  caretaker  l ived ,  on t he  southeast  corner of Willow and 

Herman, a fel low by the  name of  Carl who always chased us when we were about 

t o  swip some apples o r  pears. There was another small barn on Willow Avenue 

on t he  c r e s t  of t he  slope. In t he  r e a r  of  t h e  l a rge  house was a srnolce hsuse, 

down i n  the  hollow, and a roo t  c e l l a r  too ,  Mrs. Eorden operated a naticnwide 

business by mail, having t o  do wi th  a reducing t on i c  o r  e l i x e r  and apparently 

it was a v e v  productive en te rpr i se .  

Going south on Krone Place, t h e r e  was the l a rge  factory,  housing the  

Krone School Supply Co, P r in t e r s  and Binders, deal ing with schools a l l  over 

t he  country. They employed ha l f  t h e  people in Fairmount and everyone i n  t he  

area s e t  t h e i r  clocks by t h e  whis t l e  f r c m  Krone's Factory. (see p i c tu r e )  *17 

Directly opposite t h e  fac tory  was t h e  home of Edward Krone and then a l l  t h e  

bray down t o  the nor theast  corner of Krone and Springvalley vrds t h e  home of 

the  other  son, Herman Krone. I r k  between these  two homes was the  how. of 

t h e i r  fa ther ,  who occupied t h e  former residence of G.N.Zingsem.(See d e t a i l s  

i n  connection with Cedar Avenue, and a lso  see map f o r  l ayout )  





statl ~m by J- Cir ru l l  j 
APPEAL LOST - The fue-damagcd Krone factory, built h 1896, Won't be rebuilt unless a court intervenes. I 
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h e  Street, formerly Eergen St ree t ,  ran only f r o m  Poplar to Eln Ava. 

, It was later axt,endod to Catalp and sevaml  houses ware erected on the east 
1 

- side of t h e  &met only. On t h o  cornar of Catalpa & Pine was t he  lmm of 

llllsteina and then farther south lived families by the name of llurmys, 
4 d  

Collins, Kam nrld Sclrart;~.  On t h e  east side of Fine starting at Catalp 

them mre tho  Krone mods and to the  south som0 orchnrda and a very nice 

. black axheart cherqy t ree ,  orhich lfarren Barnes atxi Walt Smith remember only 

too well. On t h e  next black, between SprinvsUcy and Elm, t he re  wre tWb 

houscs en Pine S t r e e t  almost e p p ~ f t e  each o the r  i n  t h e  s iddla  of the  bloclc. 

On Pine St ree t ,  between JXh and Pairmaunt Avenue, t h e m  k l a 8  but one house 

which was on t h e  wast s ide  i n  tho middle of the block, the ha& of S t ~ e t e r . s .  

There were 110 others t h a t  I can recall. 

The Powless hone was located i n  tho middle of the land between Pine St 

and Grand Avenue and south fro% Elm Avenua to t h e  xvar of the buses  that 

were on F a i m u n t  tivenue, It m s  a very impsing stmcture,picture enclosed, 

-- facing Grand Avenuo and surrounded by tomring pina uMch Lined the  driveways 

f ram the corner of Grand and Elm up t o  and circi l i ix  the house and exiting at 

t h e  southerly corncr of t h e  property en C w n d  Avome. ( P I ~ W ~ E  + 18) 

Johnson Avenue was mstly a residential otrect at t ha t  t h e  w i t h  the a- 

ception of Ferbcr Con~truct ion  and lr!emerts garage at the southern end nnd t h a  

Old bmini~ ,n  at tb northern end just where it made the  bend to enter  fbrth 

Hackensack, Just where the road turned, opposite the Old bminicn, was t he  

garage of ?Jelsonto who ran bus lines here and t he re  around tho county. This 

garage was later owned by Ruckdeschel a d  it was whcm John s t a r t ed  Lz the 

business. of my f i r s t  cars was stored there each night and fmn t h e m  I 

tialked ham. It m o  unheard of to leave aii auto out all n igh t  in those days. 

Here and there along Jolinson Avenue were the  home of families ~ u c h  a3 Lcriys, 

Dull, Krouse, i-blonc, Karl, ~ 4 m z ,  IIartrnn, I!eLxt, Kingsley, Oswald, Futis, 

Iioff'man, Durjea, Wykn and around the corner in IJorth ~ c k e l l s a c ~  where J o h n s ~ n  
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Somc of thc  m1.e pmnSrient landrrrke along Jolulson Avenue were a )  wffs 

\a- 
Hotc!l on t he  ~outhwe~t corneIm of Orchad  & Jolmmn, a otage ceach s t ~ p  in the 

real old days, Ruclcdoschcl l a t e r  op@rzted it r,*hcr~ he moved over f m ~ -  ifah St ,  

and ono of i ts  clairns to f a  was t h e  wal l  1cno1-m I1F'ifth I.lnrd Yuletide Club1' 

whose headquas'r,ers ware located here, Two blocks f a r t h e r  nor th  on t l m  soutk~ 

mst c o n ~ s r  of Jefferson and Johmon waa t he  original Cherry Hill School $51, 

later purchased by t he  Zabriskie fonily and converted into a dvml lhg,  lkight's 

Uved there for corm timep also a family by the name of Cam end fo r  a short  

tirre Boyce l i v e d  tllcre, (A picturn t a k e n  f m m  q y  b k  on Hackensack Schoo-ls i s  

enclosed. For further deta f l s  g e t  the book - @t=roae * / q )  
ko Johnson Avemc mqg t~ the  s-i&.t,and became hckemon St ree t  i n  : b r t h  

fiackensacl:,tMs was only for one block. The road swung -tx, tho Loft end then 

becam the beginning of Underkam3clr Road, This has one of t h e  main a~.ter"ies 

f o r  aouth t o  north tl-zffic. 

- The short stl-ets, running jus t  f r o m  E;a9rz to Jo!xxon, were Voorfiis nucd 

aftcrlTeanutlt  Johnny Voorhis, who owned most of t b t  aree g e a r s  aso. rbrosl;itc 

l f v t d  on Voorhh Plccc and on t h e  norl;hv.cst corner of Voorhio a d  th}rnson iz 

t he  house constructed mostly of the lumber f r o n ;  t h e  old Fairmount School on 

Grand and Poplar, GI Orchard S t r e e t  Uvcd 'the Ihuthe's ,  kmmstsl and Scbacfer 

on t h e  South o lda  arid on the north s ide  wen? t:.rc, 21ouuas, Echtzcnk and Shelly 

I don't even r e ~ k e m b e r  Oak S t r e e t  being t h e m  at that t i m e  and b b r i s k i e  

Stmet had 0ril.g one lxuse on t h e  no r th  side whsre Elovzants l ived, Char l ie  

I-!eyer tells m e  t h a t  them w e r e  two d housc3, or10 facing b b r i o l d e  and one 

facing OaI: S t r ee t ,  Sam Jones lived i n  t h e  Zabx.fs1d.e Stmet one and Friedemn 

U v c d  fn t l l c  0110 on or Xacing Oak Street.  

On Jefferson Sf.met or, thu eouth ~ i d a  tns  the hone of a. f m y  hg. the 

of m i g h t  and t o  t h e  -st of it a horn occuy,icd bj t he  liirm?cl fh~ily. , 

Fast. of Xvcxue, on the f b r t h  I:ctc!ccn3~.c!c cjde of t h c  blnok, ~e-s 

Bmlnnts tan miU- and I beU.cve they l i ved  nearby c;n ~citc lwon S'ireet,. 



This structure was formerly on the southwest corner 

of Johnson Avenue and Jefferson Street. Built in 1090. 

it was the Cherry Hill School 81, taking in students 

from the northern part of Hackensack and the lower part 

of what then was Riverside Borough. When Fairmount School 

was built the grounds and building shown here were pur- 

chased by the Zabriskie family and converted into a 

dwelling. It was torn down in the late 860ta and an 

apartment building is now erected on these grounds. 
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That j u s t  about covers most of Fsirmoimt, a t  l e a s t  t h a t  part of it 

t h a t  we h e w  a s  kids growing up i n  t h a t  area. There a re  some th ings  t h a t  

a.re most, memorable of the  area,  a t  t ha t  period, and I would l i k e  t o  l i s t  a 

few of them here, not  necessari ly i n  the  order of t h e i r  importance but as 

they come t o  mind as I si t  wri t ing tIiis. I wish I had some p ic tu res  of 

a l l  of these  th ings  as my d e s c r i ~ t i o n  may leave th ings  r a t h e r  vague. 

1. The s t eep  bank on t he  l e f t  s idc  o r  west s idc  o f  Ehin S t r e e t  from Coles 

Avenue t o  t h e  lake. It s t a r t ed  almost f r o m  the  curb and went up a t  about 

a 45 degree an l e  for about 35 o r  40 f ee t ,  On the  surfaee of t h i s  bank 

);ere th2 words "North Hackensack Parkti i n  concrete l e t t e r s  t h a t  were about 

t h r e e  f e e t  high, painted white. 

2. The ska t ing  and sledding - at  Zabriskie's pond and a l l  up and down the  

two streams feeding i n t o  it. The sledding from Zabriskic ls  hill, 5y t h e  

rese rvo i r ,  i n  e i t h e r  d i rect ion,  toward the  ea s t  t o  k i n  S t r e e t  o r  t o  t h e  

wcst toward t h e  i c e  house. 

3. The country-like surroundings and open f i e l d s  and woods before m u t e  4 

was cu t  through and so many houses were bu i l t .  '&en Springvalley Avenue 

was only  paved t o  t he  brook and when most of Fairmount had n e i t h e r  side- 

walks nor  curbs. 

4. The woods - we referred t o  them as the  f i r s t ,  second and t h i r d  woods. 

The f i r s t  woods being those on t h i s  south s ide  of Coles Brook and t h e  lake. 

Yne second woods were those t o  t he  south of t he  next brook flowing from Van 

Saun's and Pompador. In between the f i r s t  and second woods was a l a rge  

farm, where Route l+ i s  now ru!ming, Around t.his a r ea  was a one n;ile t r a ck  

where we did our  pract ice  running. The t h i r d  woods were those t o  the south 

of Howland Avenue, north of Pompador, We h e w  these woods l i k e  t h e  palm 

of our  hand and could walk through them on t h e  dar!:clc t n i g h t  without crack- 

Ling a twig, on our way t o  and from Washington Springs. 

5. The F a h m  - From liillow Avenue north there were forms o ~ e r a t e d  by 
ma 
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Zabriskie.  These extended as f a r  west &s Lincoln St .rcet  i n  Haclcensack. 

In Cherry H i l l ,  North Hackensack, River Edge, Old Bridge o r  whatever you 

wish t o  c a l l  it, t h e r e  were fams and nothing e l s e  from Main S t r e e t  west to: 

the  a rea  h o w n  a s  Forest  Avenue. (which of course wasn' t  t h e r e )  In 1Iapaod 

and Paramus t h e r e  was Ehret ' s  farm all through the  a r e a  where the  Bergen 

1.hll i s  now located ,  extending as far  back a s  Springvalley Road. The main 

crops of tile farms here were c o n  and tomatoes. In most of Faramus, of 

course, it was belery, as t h i s  was considered t h e  c e l e r y  c 8 p i t a l  of t h e  

world, j u s t  as years  ago Hackensack was world famous f o r  t h e  Hackensack 

melon. (very s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  "pride of klisconson) 

6. The Swimming - A t  Pompador i n  t h e  second wood, and a t  Boys Pond, jus t  

below Pornpador, a t  Old Bridge a t  t h e  nor th  end of t h e  Lake, a t  t h e  dam near 

the gate where they opened and c losed t h e  valve t o  f lood o r  d ra in  the  p n d ,  

and a t  F - l e r s  o r  t h e  Old Dominion n e a r  Johnson Avenue, o r  t h e  sand p i t  and 

the  canal,  where we were forbidden t o  go, as wel l  a s  t h e  r i v e r  and Eden 
-- 

Beach. Fle never lacked f o r  a. place  t o  swim nor  d i d  we ever have a s u i t .  

It vms a l l  t r e e ,  including t h e  d a i s y  f i e l d s ,  farms,orch.;rds, w i l d l i f e  and 

abov? a l l  youth. 

7. The Pine Fores t  - On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner of Cedar and Idilson was t h i s  

dense f o r e s t  of  pines. Actual ly  it was only about 200 f e e t  by 100 feet but 

it was dark and cool  even on a b r i g h t ,  hot  summer day when we would s i t  on 

the  thick,  pinn needled f l o o r  of t h e  p ine  f o r e s t  t o  e a t  a lunch. 

e. The End - This area  der ived i t s  name from it being t h e  end of t h e  l i n e  

f o r  the  t ro l ley ,and l a t e r  on t h e  buso It was kere t h a t  t h e  Motorman o r  Driver 

changed t h e  pole and then res ted  f o r  a few minutes before s t a r t i n g  on the  re- 

turn  t r i p .  The buildine j u s t  t o  e a s t  of Main S t r e e t  acd n o r t h  of where Grand 

Avenue begins, a t  North Haclcensack, was b i ~ i l t  a ieal  e s t a t e  off ice  1;11en 

t h e y b e g a n p r o m o t i n g t h e  s a l e  of property i n  t h i s  region, Thenane o f t h e  , 

f irm was J e m a i n e s  and l a t e r ,  I be l i eve ,  Hageman land  Co. However by the  mid- 
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twen t ies  o r  l a t e  twenties,  when most of the  o ld  farmland nor th  of Davis Aven- 

ue had been sold,  houses erec ted  and s t r e e t s  cut  through, it became a candy 

and refreshment s t o r e .  It, was operated by inany d i f f e r e n t  people, who attempted 

t o  make a go of  it, some of whom zre Brown, Youakim, Westervelt,  Thoinpson and 

of course Leo and Ger t i e  b o g .  On the  west s ide  of Plain S t r e e t ,  a t  t h e  very  

t o p  of t h e  c r e s t  of t h e  h i l l  st3od the  remains of t h e  o l d  brownstone founda- 

t i o n  which was a l l  t h a t  was l e f t  of t h e  home of Teunis Cole, whose name i s  

remembered by t h e  Brook and fo r  t h e  S t r e e t  ( ~ o l e s    venue) . Some may remember 

more then t h i s  about Fairmount but  t h a t  i s  abqut as much a s  I can r e c a l l  as 

f a r  back a s  1915, f o r  you must bear  in mind t h a t  I was only six y e s r s  o l d  a t  

t h e  time. While I do remember t he  r ide  here on t h e  horse drawn moving van, 

s i t t , ing  'way up high, and much about the  place a s  it was then, sometimes I 

c a n ' t  r e c a l l  what I had f o r  supper l a s t  night.  But then t h e  same t h i n g  

happens t o  my good f r i end ,  "what's h i s  name". 









THE STORY OF THE@ *BANIC c,: IF'?; 

The way Fairmount a p p e a r s  today has a  l o t  t o  do 

w i t h  t h e  Panic of 1876. 

M r .  G.  Zingsem, who owned a l l  of Fairmount, 

j o i n e d  w i t h  M r .  C.Voorhis, who owned a  bank i n  

Hackensack, i n  s t a r t i n g  t h e  Hackensack Water Co. 

I n  1870 they ob ta ined  a  c h a r t e r  from the  s t a t e  t o  

s t a r t  a wate r  companu. They b u i l t  a  r e s e r v o i r  on t h e  t o p  

of Z a b g r i s k i e ' s  h i l l  i n  R ive r  Edge. The r e s e r v o i r  

w a s  150 f t .  by 26e f t .  and w a s  8  f t .  deep. I t  was 

comple te lyy  l i n e d  wi th  b r i c k . ,  and he ld  about a  m i l l i o n  

g a l l o n s  o f  water .  This  was pumpbed from t h e  r i v e r  a t  

h igh  t i d e ,  i n t o  t h e  r e s e r v o i r ,  whhere it flowed by g r a v i t y  down i n t o  

Hackensack..  That was t h e  s t a r t  of HaCKENSACK Water Co. 
h 

A few yea r s  l a t e r  . abbgt ~GT t J e r e  was w j a t  we lmpw as 

a  d e p r e s s s i o n ,  t hey  c a l l e d  it a  panic.  A l l  of t h e  banks f a i l e d ,  t h e  

r a i l r o a d s  were bankrupt and anyone who had money 

l o s t  it. That inc luded  b o t h  M r .  Zingsem and 

M r .  Voorh is  who bo th  d i e d  p n n i l e s s ,  a f t e r r  

be ing  such  wealthy men. 

A s  a r e s u l t ,  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  t h a t  

was Fairmount was s o l d .  One o f  M r .  Zingsems r e l a t i v e s  

by m a r r i a g e ,  M r .  Krone took  over  t h e  Zingsem 

Homestead. This was a  s t a t e l y  mansion fac ing  

Cedar Avenue, on what i s  now Krone Place .  I N  a d d i t i o n  

M r .  Krone a%quired a l l  t h e  p rope r ty  from Herman t o  p ine ,  

between & a t a l p a  and Spr ingva l l ey .  He b u l t  a  huge 

f a c t o r y  on Krone P lace  and two l a r g e  p a l a t i o u s  

homes, one f r o r  each son Edward and Herman. 

Land s p e c u l a t o r s  appeared-- M r  Ross obta ined 

l a r g e  areas near  t h e  Fairmount School and Ross Ave, 

A g roup  known a s  t h e  Davis Land Co took over 

a l l  t h e  l and  up t o  Davis Avenue, M r .  Allen acquired 

l a n d s  a l o n g  Summit and A l l e n  S t s .  The Borden e s t a t e  

was from Herman s t  t o  Main betqWeen W i l l  ow and 

Ca ta lpa .  Hekiman land  c o  t o o k  a l l  land nor th  of 4 

A 

Davis Ave. Land was s o l d  f o r  $1,500 f o r  a e  block o r  $800 f o r  a  



5 0  by*'lOO l o t .  khamj people  bought a b lock  , b u i l t  t h e i r  

house on one corner  and used t h e  rest f o r  b a r n s , ,  gardens ,  o r cha rds ,  

e t c .  One fe l low b u i l t  h i s  house i n  t h e  middle  o f  t h e  

b lock  and today i s  surrrounded by o t h e r  homes. 

The Hekiman Land Co c a l l e d  t h e i r  a r e a  Nor th  Hack- 

ensack  Park He s o l d  only  l o t  s i z e s .  

The s t r e e t  names were f o r  t h e  Davis Land c o  

group Herman , Louis, Wilson and Lincoln .  

The Borden E s t a t e  extended from Herman t o  

Main and between Wdllow and Ca ta lp .  The Korn 

p r o p e r t y  ; ,between Fairmount and Ross 

and t h e  Schubert  P l o t  betweeen Cedar and C a t a l p a  

w e r e  l a r g e r  and b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1870. 

G.M. SCUDDER 


